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In 1991, he traveled to Iraq during the 

Gulf War and met with Saddam Hus-
sein in an effort to negotiate the re-
lease of American hostages. On Janu-
ary 8, 2005, Muhammad Ali was pre-
sented with the Presidential Citizens 
Medal by President George W. Bush. He 
has received the Spirit of America 
Award calling him the most recognized 
American in the world. He has also 
been to Afghanistan as a U.N. Mes-
senger of Peace. 

One of his most recent accomplish-
ments has been the creation of the $60 
million nonprofit Muhammad Ali Cen-
ter opened in downtown Louisville. 
This center was opened to reflect Mr. 
Ali’s core values of peace, social re-
sponsibility, respect, and personal 
growth. These are the values that have 
made Muhammad Ali the great man he 
is today, and it’s those values that 
should not be forgotten. Instead, they 
should be passed down to future gen-
erations. 

So I say: Happy birthday, Mr. Champ, 
and thanks for what you have meant 
and continue to mean to millions of 
people throughout the world. 

f 

NO BUDGET 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
California (Mr. DENHAM) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. DENHAM. This month is the 35th 
consecutive month under this adminis-
tration’s economic policies where we’re 
over 8 percent unemployment. If you 
look at an area like mine in Califor-
nia’s central valley, we have been dou-
ble that for that same time period. 

Sixteen to 20 percent unemployment 
is unacceptable. We need to be pushing 
policies that will change this, not only 
for the central valley but across the 
entire Nation. 

Now, I’m a small business owner, and 
I will tell you from my perspective, the 
trillion dollar stimulus package, the 
government takeover of health care, 
the Dodd-Frank bill, are all things that 
have created uncertainty in my busi-
ness. 

But in the central valley, I’m also a 
farmer. And as a farmer, regulations 
like the dust act that creates uncer-
tainties where we’re not allowed to 
have dust in a farming scenario, I can’t 
shake the almonds off my almond 
trees. I can’t even grow almonds in the 
central valley. I can’t put a plow into 
the ground because tilling the dirt will 
create dust. The regulations of uncer-
tainty keep jobs from being created in 
the central valley. 

As well as water. Without water, we 
cannot grow the crops that we need to 
feed the rest of the Nation or the rest 
of the world. The water and the regula-
tions that prohibit the water from get-
ting to our farms create the uncer-
tainty year in and year out. 

But looking long term, we need to 
have the policies that allow us to have 
off-stream storage that will have great-
er water storage, greater certainty so 
that we know we’re going to have a 

consistent flow of water throughout 
California’s central valley year in and 
year out. 

Once again, we would call on the 
President. It’s fine to come to our 
great State and visit L.A. and San 
Francisco, even visit a coastline in San 
Diego, but California’s central valley— 
the bread basket of the world—where 
we’re creating greater agricultural 
commodities than many other regions 
not only in the United States but 
across the world, we would ask the 
President to come and understand the 
uniqueness of the central valley and 
some of the battles that we face. 

This also comes at a time where next 
week we’re going to see the 1,000th day 
since we’ve had a budget, the most fun-
damental responsibility of the Federal 
Government, of the President, of Con-
gress, without a budget. This is going 
to be a President that fails to have a 
budget in his entire first term. A thou-
sand days is coming quickly. And that 
same type of uncertainty, whether it’s 
a business that is forced to have a 
budget every year or a family that is 
forced to have a budget, our Federal 
Government needs to have a budget as 
well. 

I think that we need to look at the 
bottom line of getting both Houses of 
Congress to work together. Whether 
it’s job creation or actually having a 
budget, it’s incumbent on both Houses 
to work together and find solutions. 

Now, I’m one Member that is pro-
viding a solution dealing with our Ci-
vilian Property Realignment Act, sell-
ing the things that we just don’t need, 
utilizing properties like the post office 
right down the street here that costs us 
$61⁄2 million every year to maintain yet 
sits vacant for well over a decade. We 
have many people who want to rede-
velop it; 150 jobs just in redeveloping 
that one site, another 150 jobs ongoing 
once that site is redeveloped. Now, 
isn’t that a bipartisan solution that 
not only solves a problem with bring-
ing in revenue but also getting rid of 
the cost of something that just is not 
needed, a cost that we don’t need to 
bear the expense of? 

At the same time, if you want new 
tax revenue, let’s put it back on the 
tax rolls or find a bipartisan solution 
where we can come together, get Re-
publicans and Democrats, the House 
and the Senate to agree on something 
that will create jobs, that will cut the 
cost of doing business and bring in new 
revenues. 

It is time that the Senate works with 
the House. We have 27 bills sitting over 
there that deal with job creation, all 
aspects, whether it’s the credit and fi-
nancial markets or making sure that 
we’re cutting regulations to end some 
of the challenges that we’re facing in 
the central valley, but we have to get 
both Houses to work together. 

We would call on the President. Visit 
California’s central valley. Prepare a 
budget that can be passed by both 
Houses. This country is hurting right 
now, and we need real leadership that 
will bridge that gap. 

CONGRATULATIONS, ALABAMA 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Louisiana (Mr. CASSIDY) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. CASSIDY. In the challenge that 
we have in creating jobs, every now 
and then we have a lighthearted mo-
ment. Congresswoman SEWELL, who 
represents Tuscaloosa, and I made a 
challenge to each other over the BCS 
championship game. I’m here to pay off 
my end of the challenge. 

First, let me congratulate LSU. They 
had a tremendous season. They played 
nine ranked teams. Four of those 
games were against those that were in 
the top three in the polls. Coach Les 
Miles was Coach of the Year. There 
were four positions on the All-America 
Team held by LSU Tigers, two on the 
second team. It was a tremendous sea-
son for the fans as well. 

That said, I also congratulate Ala-
bama. They similarly had a great year. 
They are to be congratulated. They 
came back from their earlier defeat 
where LSU beat them at Bryant-Denny 
Stadium and stayed focused and got re-
venge on LSU in the BCS. 

I would also say to Congresswoman 
SEWELL, she was incredibly gracious in 
paying off our arrangement then. I en-
joyed those Tuscaloosa ribs. I also will 
thank Congressman PAUL BROUN, who, 
when LSU beat Georgia, was similarly 
gracious. 

Now I hope to be as gracious as they 
and pay off my arrangement with Con-
gresswoman SEWELL before we return 
to this serious business of Congress, 
and that is to say on the floor of the 
House of Representatives, Roll Tide. 

f 

b 1110 

REPEALING SECTION 1021 OF THE 
NATIONAL DEFENSE AUTHORIZA-
TION ACT FOR FISCAL YEAR 2012 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Texas (Mr. PAUL) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. PAUL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to introduce a very simple piece of leg-
islation: to repeal the infamous section 
1021 of the National Defense Authoriza-
tion Act, which was quietly signed into 
law by the President on New Year’s 
Day. What a way to usher in the new 
year. 

Section 1021 essentially codifies into 
law the very dubious claim of Presi-
dential authority under the 2001 au-
thorization for the use of military 
force to indefinitely detain American 
citizens without access to legal rep-
resentation or due process of law. Sec-
tion 1021 provides for the possibility of 
the U.S. military acting as a kind of 
police force on U.S. soil, apprehending 
terror suspects, including Americans, 
and whisking them off to an undis-
closed location indefinitely. 

No right to attorney. 
No right to trial. 
No day in court. 
This is precisely the kind of egre-

gious distortion of justice that Ameri-
cans have always ridiculed in so many 
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dictatorships overseas. A great man 
named Solzhenitsyn became the hero of 
so many of us when he exposed the So-
viet Union’s extensive gulag system. Is 
this really the kind of a United States 
we want to create in the name of fight-
ing terrorism? 

Some have argued that nothing in 
section 1021 explicitly mandates hold-
ing Americans without trial, but it em-
ploys vague language, radically ex-
panding the detention authority to in-
clude anyone who has ‘‘substantially 
supported’’ certain terrorist groups or 
‘‘associated forces.’’ No one has defined 
what those terms mean. What is an 
‘‘associated force’’? 

Sadly, too many of my colleagues are 
too willing to undermine our Constitu-
tion to support such outrageous legis-
lation. One Senator even said about 
American citizens being picked up 
under this section of the NDAA, ‘‘When 
they say, ‘I want my lawyer,’ you tell 
them, ‘Shut up. You don’t get a law-
yer.’ ’’ Is this acceptable in someone 
who has taken an oath to uphold the 
Constitution? 

Mr. Speaker, of course I recognize 
how critical it is that we identify and 
apprehend those who are suspected of 
plotting attacks against Americans; 
but why do we have so little faith in 
our judicial system? Have we not tried 
in civilian court and won convictions 
of hundreds of individuals for terrorist 
or related activities? I fully support 
continuing to do so, but let us not 
abandon what is so unique and special 
about our system of government in the 
process. 

I hope my colleagues will join my ef-
fort to overturn this shameful section, 
1021, of the National Defense Author-
ization Act. 

f 

A NATION UNIFIED 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
Texas (Ms. JACKSON LEE) for 5 minutes. 

Ms. JACKSON LEE of Texas. Let me 
join with my colleagues to wish some 
of our distinguished Americans a happy 
birthday in this month, but more im-
portantly, let me acknowledge and sa-
lute both Muhammad Ali and First 
Lady Michelle Obama in celebrating 
their birthdays this month. 

I’ve listened to my colleagues speak 
about the question of job creation, and 
they’re absolutely right. As Demo-
crats, we’ve come back to do nothing 
but to ensure the passage of the payroll 
tax decrease for working Americans 
and, as well, to be able to provide for 
jobs for this country and our commu-
nities. My constituents have spoken 
loudly and clearly, so I have several 
points, Mr. Speaker, that I would like 
to make today. Some of them wind 
back to the culture and how we work 
together. 

First of all, I’m hoping that as a 
member of the Judiciary Committee 
here in the House we’ll have an oppor-
tunity to look seriously at the SOPA 
legislation and find a compromise. I’ve 

worked on the issues of piracy from the 
time late-Chairman Henry Hyde served 
on that committee, and I am concerned 
about it. But in this new world of 
startups and technology that is beyond 
many times our comprehension, it is 
important to ensure that we do not 
falsely or inappropriately shut down 
sites or stop businesses from thriving. 
There must be a compromise. I am pre-
pared to be at the table of discussion to 
save jobs. 

The U.S. is losing high-tech jobs to 
Asia. In fact, the United States lost 
more than a quarter of its high-tech 
manufacturing jobs during the past 
decade as U.S.-based multinational 
companies placed a growing percentage 
of their R&D overseas. I am here to 
fight for that R&D to come back. I, 
frankly, believe those are the jobs of 
the 21st century and that it is time for 
us to fight for those jobs to come back. 

Mr. Speaker, we can do many things 
together. That happens to be one, and I 
hope to encourage the high-tech indus-
try and others to join me as we proceed 
with roundtable discussions to see how 
we can impact all of our communities, 
those communities that have unem-
ployment at the highest levels. We 
know that there are jobs in the high- 
tech industry, not only in the famous 
Silicon Valley in California, but in 
places around the Nation. Houston, 
Texas, is looking with complete and 
great excitement at the potential of 
building our biotech and, of course, 
technology sectors more and more and 
more. Let’s save those jobs. 

I want to move to something that is 
quite contrary to what I’ve just men-
tioned, but the reason I started with 
something on which we could work to-
gether is because I’m concerned. In this 
element of political campaigns, this at-
mosphere, I have no challenge with the 
First Amendment and with those who 
are trying to encourage individuals to 
vote and to vote for them. But I rise 
today in the backdrop of the com-
memoration of Dr. King’s birthday, 
which really speaks to all Americans’ 
hearts. 

No matter what your background, 
Dr. King spoke of peace, nonviolence, 
and harmony in this country. I love 
that. I am a product of that. I was edu-
cated by way of opportunities that had 
not been given to my parents. Yet we 
find candidates like Newt Gingrich who 
simply want to throw fuel on the fire of 
racial divide to develop sort of an ex-
plosiveness in this country that is un-
necessary. 

To suggest that President Obama is 
the ‘‘food stamp President’’ has under-
lying suggestions. To be able to say 
that the idea of substituting a New 
York janitor who makes $37,000 and put 
a bunch of kids to work—the New York 
school district is predominantly minor-
ity, Latino and African American—is 
by its very words divisive and destruc-
tive. And to insinuate that poor com-
munities and minority children have 
never seen people get up, go to work 
and work hard—come to my district 

and see people getting up in the early 
morning hours, single parents working 
hard to create opportunities for their 
children. 

Mr. Gingrich, I know you. You are 
better than that, and if not, America is 
better than that. I am incensed by your 
words. 

Mr. PAUL, our colleague, another 
candidate who is running for President, 
has a series of newsletters that have al-
ready been appalling to those of us who 
cannot understand why racial divisive-
ness has to be at the core of Presi-
dential politics. Now we understand 
that there is a comparison in these 
newsletters about 13-year-old African 
American boys: that they are wild and 
unmanageable. If you say that about 
our children, they will come to believe 
it. 

I am literally appalled that our Pres-
idential politics, Mr. Speaker, has to be 
grounded in racial divisiveness. Dr. 
King wants us as a Nation to be uni-
fied. I call upon the Presidential can-
didates to get out of the dungeon and 
to rise to your higher angels on behalf 
of the American people—speak of unity 
not divisiveness. Our troops fight for 
all of us, and for justice and equality 
for all. 

f 

JOBS FOR YOUNG AMERICANS 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
California (Mr. DANIEL E. LUNGREN) for 
5 minutes. 

Mr. DANIEL E. LUNGREN of Cali-
fornia. Mr. Speaker, when I had the 
privilege of serving in this House for 
the first time in the 1980s, I joined with 
many of my colleagues in supporting 
the creation of the Martin Luther 
King, Junior holiday. I recall the time 
because we had twice before defeated 
the proposition based on fiscal con-
cerns. I, in fact, had voted against it on 
one occasion and then had reflected 
further on it and thought that it per-
haps was more important that we have 
a single holiday that celebrated the 
consensus that had been obtained on 
civil rights, the consensus in this coun-
try that we should take positive action 
to assure that all men and all women 
were recognized as being created equal 
and having opportunity in this society. 

b 1120 
I thought this consensus on civil 

rights was embodied in the person of 
Dr. Martin Luther King and thought it 
was important for all Americans, 
young and old, to be able to reflect on 
that and to have a period of time for 
that reflection and that we could learn 
from the mistakes of the past and also 
the sacrifices of the past as we went 
forward. 

Now, having said that, I must take 
exception to a characterization of the 
comments of one of our Presidential 
candidates, a former colleague and my 
friend, Newt Gingrich, when he was 
trying to make a very, very important 
point. Too often, those of us in govern-
ment take credit for programs that 
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